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Joint Finance Minister, had charge of the civil administra-
tion in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and as such had much in
common to discuss with the Serbian Minister. Being a
Slav himself (a Galician Pole), it was easier for him, than
for an Austrian-German or a Magyar, to get on amicably
with a Serb like Jovanovitch. In fact, in the interest of
better relations between the two countries, it was soon
agreed between the two, and approved by Francis Joseph
and Berchtold, that Bilinski should handle diplomatic rela-
tions with the Serbian Minister, and then report upon them
to Berchtold.65 This was, of course, wholly anomalous and
irregular. But further reasons for it, in addition to those
just given, are doubtless to be found in Berchtold's natural
indolence, and in Bilinski's ambition to gather as much
power as possible into his own hands, and increase his own
importance. It explains, however, why in June, 1914,
Jovanovitch might prefer to choose Bilinski, rather than
Berchtold or anyone in the Austrian Ministry of Foreign
' Affairs, as the person to whom to make his delicate sugges-
tion that it might be dangerous for Archduke Franz Fer-
dinand to go to Bosnia.
In 1924, at the tenth anniversary of the Archduke's
assassination, the controversy concerning Serbia's alleged
"warning" to Austria was revived. A letter to a Vienna
newspaper signed "XT.," but attributed to Mr. Josimo-
vitch, secretary to the Serbian Legation in Vienna in 1914,
declared: "On June 18, 1914, Mr. Jovanovitch received a
cipher despatch from Pashitch directing him to. dissuade
the Archduke from his trip to Sarajevo, or at least to warn
him of the dangers threatening him;" Jovanovitch then
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